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Fr. Poletti was born in Mandello Lario, Lecco, on 11 June 1905; he joined the Institute on 5 October 1925, and was
ordained a priest on 25 May 1929. He obtained a doctorate in theology on 16 July 1930, and left for Hong Kong on
9 November 1930. He worked mainly at Tam Tong, from 1933 to 1941, during which time he was seriously ill with
typhoid fever in 1939. Due to the war, he was detained by the Chinese authorities from December 1941 to March
1942 at Wai Chow, and then allowed to return to Hong Kong,.

During the Japanese occupation he worked in Hong Kong and in Macau. At the end of the war, he returned to Tam
Tong (from mid 1946 to the end of 1947), and then, returned to Italy for some rest. When he returned to Hong
Kong in 1950, he became rector of the north-east section of the New Territories.

From March 1951, he went daily to the Lowu Bridge to welcome the missionaries expelled from China, thus
becoming known as the “China doorkeeper”. When his vast district was divided, he became rector of Fan Ling,
from 1957 to January 1973. Then, he retired to the PIME House, where he died due to heart failure on 26
December 1973. (Bibl.: G. GATTI, Padre Ambrogio, personaggio straordinario, Cattaneo Grafiche, Oggiono,
1997).
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P. Poletti, nato a Mandello Lario, Lecco, 1’11-6-1905, & entrato nell’Istituto il 5-10-1925; ordinato sacerdote il
25-5-1929, e laureatosi in teologia il 16-7-1930, parti per Hong Kong il 9-11-1930. Lavord principalmente a Tam
Tong, dal 1933 al 1941. A causa della guerra, fu internato dal dicembre 1941 al marzo 1942 a Wai Chow.

Durante I’occupazione giapponese lavoro in Hong Kong e Macao. Al temine della guerra tornd a Tam Tong (meta
1946 - fine 1947), per poi rimpatriare per riposo. Nel 1950 divenne rettore del distretto del N.E. dei Nuovi Territori,
incominciando nel marzo 1951 la visita giornaliera al posto di confine di Lowu per accogliere i missionari espulsi
dalla Cina, diventando cosi famoso come il “portinaio della Cina”. Fu rettore di Fan Ling dal 1957 al gennaio 1973,
quando si ritird alla PIME House per poi morirvi il 26-12-1973 per collasso cardiaco (Bibl.: G. GATTI, Padre
Ambrogio, personaggio straordinario, Cattaneo Grafiche, Oggiono, 1997).
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