ROBBA Michele Fr. P. Fef8#75F
(1878 - 1948)
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Fr. Robba was born in Garzeno, Como, on 29 September 1878; he was ordained a diocesan priest on 29 June 1904,
and joined the Institute on 2 September 1912, after pastoral work in the Como Diocese. He left for Hong Kong on
18 September 1913. He was assigned to Hoi Fung, where he worked from 1918 to 1941, becoming rector in charge
of the main districts, Swa Bue, Hoi Fung City and Tsiap Tseng. In Swa Bue, between 23 and 27 December 1927, he
was held, together with Frs. Bianchi and Francis Wong, three Italian and four Chinese Sisters, by the Communists
of the Soviet Republic of Hoi-Luk-Fung. They were threatened with death, but fortunately they were liberated by
the prompt intervention of Bishop Valtorta on a British ship. From 1942 to 1945, together with other Italian
missionaries in Hoi Fung, he was interned at Kaying, Mui Yuen. After the war, he returned to Hoi Fung and worked
as an itinerant missionary. He died on 29 September 1948 in Hong Kong, where he had gone for medical treatment.

He was a prolific writer: numerous are his letters and remarkable his historical interest. He drafted a manuscript
himself in Italian, entitled: “I primi 35 anni del Distretto dell’Hoi Fung, Missione di Hong Kong (anni 1878-1914)”
[The first 35 years of the Hoi Fung District, Hong Kong Mission (1878-1914)]. He engaged some teachers to
translate into Chinese this chronicle of the Mission, and gathered documentation about the Hoi Fung martyrs killed
by Communists in 1927-28, publishing the account himself of the tragic death of some of them in Le Missioni
Cattoliche.
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P. Robba ¢ nato a Garzeno, Como, il 29-9-1878; ordinato sacerdote diocesano il 29-6-1904, entrd nell’Istituto il
2-9-1912, e parti per Hong Kong il 18-9-1913. Fu assegnato all’Hoi Fung dove lavord dal 1918 fino al 1941,
diventando rettore dei vari distretti, Swa Bue, Hoi Fung e Tsiap Tseng. Dal 23 al 27 dicembre 1927, fu detenuto con
i pp. Bianchi e Francesco Wong, tre suore italiane e 4 suore cinesi dai comunisti della Repubblica Sovietica
dell’Hoi-Luk-Fung, con minacce di morte, ma liberati per il pronto intervento di Mons. Valtorta. Dal 1942 al 1945,
insieme agli altri padri dell’Hoi Fung fu concentrato a Kaying, Mui Yuen. Mori il 29-9-1948 a Hong Kong, dove si
era recato per cure,

Fu un prolifico scrittore: numerose sono le sue lettere e notevole il suo interesse storico. Lui stesso ha steso un
manoscritto in italiano, dal titolo: “I primi 35 anni del Distretto dell’Hoi Fung, Missione di Hong Kong
(1878-1914)”. Ha fatto tradurre questa cronaca della Missione anche in cinese, come pure ha fatto raccogliere la
documentazione sui martiri uccisi dai comunisti, di alcuni dei quali ha pubblicato le vicende del martirio su Le

Missioni Cattoliche.
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